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PLUS TAX 


NO CONSPIRACY, 
MUELLER FINDS 


NO EVIDENCE OF TRUMP-RUSSIA COLLUSION, BUT ATTORNEY GENERAL 
SAYS REPORT DOESN’T EXONERATE PRESIDENT ON OBSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE 


ALEX BRANDON AP 


President Donald Trump said Sunday that the Mueller report proved “there was no collusion” and exonerated him. 


DEMS TO PUSH ON WITH INVESTIGATIONS 


Lawmakers seize on failure of special counsel's report 
to clear president on question of obstruction of justice 


BY FELICIA SONMEZ 
& RACHAEL BADE 


WASHINGTON 

Undeterred by President Don- 
ald Trump’s claim of “complete 
and total exoneration” from a 
summary of the special counsel’s 
report on Russian interference, 
Democrats on Sunday vowed to 
press ahead with their multiple in- 
vestigations into the president 
and whether he obstructed jus- 
tice. 


REPORT DRAWS MIXED REACTIONS 


Rep. Jerrold Nadler, D-N.Y., 
whose panel has jurisdiction over 
impeachment, pledged to pick up 
where investigators left off and, if 
necessary, subpoena Attorney 
General William Barr to testify. In 
an impromptu news conference in 
New York City, he seized on spe- 
cial counsel Robert Mueller’s re- 
fusal to exonerate Trump on the 
question of obstruction of justice, 
suggesting that Barr’s summary 
was “a hasty, partisan interpreta- 
tion of the facts.” 


Speaker of 


Judiciary 

Committee the House 
chair Jerrold Rep. Nancy 
Nadler Pelosi 


“President Trump is wrong. 
This report does not amount toa 
so-called total exoneration,” 
Nadler said. “It is unconscionable 


that President Trump would try 
to spin the special counsel’s find- 
ings as ifhis conduct was remotely 
acceptable.” 

Mueller on Friday submitted a 
confidential report to Barr, who 
reviewed the document and sent 
congressional leaders a four-page 
summary of Mueller’s “principal 
conclusions” late Sunday after- 
noon. Democrats argued that the 
summary was insufficient — anda 
work product from a Republican 
attorney general appointed by 
Trump. 

They insisted that Congress 
and the American people need to 
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Some San Diego 
politicians, scholars 
say it is just the start 


BY JOHN WILKENS 
& KRISTINA DAVIS 


San Diego legal experts, 
political scientists and 
elected officials joined a 
nationwide parade of pars- 
ing Sunday, weighing what 
a long-awaited summary of 
the Mueller report means. 


Amid the shouts of “no 
collusion” among Republi- 
cans and “no exoneration” 
among Democrats, a con- 
sensus emerged that issues 
raised by the special coun- 
sel’s 22-month probe into 
Russian interference in the 
2016 presidential campaign 
aren’t going away. 

“This just seems like the 
start of it all, not the end,” 
said Stephen Goggin, a po- 
litical science lecturer at 
San Diego State University. 
“I think many people were 


hoping this was going to 
bring it all to a close, but it 
opens up a lot more ques- 
tions than it answers.” 

It also doesn’t figure to 
change anybody’s mind 
about President Donald 
Trump, said Peter Cowhey, 
dean of the School of Glob- 
al Politics and Strategy at 
University of California San 
Diego. 

“The public divide over 
Trump’s conduct won't 
change dramatically,” he 
said. “Prior indictments 


and an ambivalent finding 
on obstruction give critics 
enough to sustain their op- 
position. No finding of col- 
lusion boosts his support- 
ers.” 

Cowhey said “the energy 
for debate may slowly ebb a 
bit,” especially if Attorney 
General William Barr re- 
leases the full report from 
special counsel Robert 
Mueller. Barr’s four-page 
letter to Congress Sunday 
summarized the report’s 
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Barr’s summary 
of counsel’s report 
opens new fights 


BY DEVLIN BARRETT 
& MATT ZAPOTOSKY 


WASHINGTON 

Special counsel Robert 
Mueller did not find that 
Donald Trump or his cam- 
paign schemed with Russian 
efforts to interfere in the 2016 
presidential election, accord- 
ing to a summary released 
Sunday that the president 
immediately embraced as a 
“complete exoneration” even 
though Mueller reached no 
conclusion about whether 
the president obstructed jus- 
tice. 

After a nearly two-year in- 
vestigation, Mueller’s find- 
ings seemed to dispel the 
cloud of conspiracy that has 
hung over the administration 
since its inception. But by de- 
livering caveats alongside 
conclusions, the closing of 
the Mueller investigation 
opens the door to fiercer po- 
litical fights over the presi- 
dent’s judgment and power. 

The four-page summary 
issued Sunday by Attorney 
General William Barr de- 
clared: “The Special Coun- 
sel’s investigation did not 
find that the Trump cam- 
paign or anyone associated 
with it conspired or coordi- 
nated with Russia in its ef- 
forts to influence the 2016 
U.S. presidential election.” 

The letter notes that 
Mueller’s probe said no such 
conspiracy was found “de- 
spite multiple offers from 
Russia-affiliated individuals 
to assist the Trump cam- 
paign.” 

Barr said he and Justice 
Department officials sepa- 
rately determined that there 
was insufficient evidence to 
make an obstruction accusa- 
tion against the president — 
though Mueller was not de- 
finitive on that point. 

Trump spoke to reporters 
at a Florida airport Sunday 
afternoon, declaring that the 
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LOCAL MUSLIMS EMBRACED 
AFTER NEW ZEALAND ATTACK 


BY PETER ROWE 


Last week, office admin- 
istrator Maryam Abdullah 
had to negotiate an obstacle 
course to reach her desk in 
the Islamic Center of San Di- 
ego. 
She edged past roses, 
carnations and wildflowers 
piled across counters. 
Stepped around more bou- 
quets stacked on the floor. 
Resisted candy and cookies 
left by non-Muslim visitors. 
Avoided knocking over 


MOSQUE TORCHED 


Ø 81 - Arsonist attacks 
Escondido place of worship. 


greeting cards and a home- 
made poster, the latter read- 
ing “You Are Us.” 

To Abdullah, these ges- 
tures sent a message: “He 
didn’t succeed.” 

“He” was the terrorist 
who killed 50 Muslims in two 
New Zealand mosques on 
March 15. The slaughter of 
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SPORTS 


DUKE SURVIVES, 77-76 


j 


Duke avoids becoming the first No. 1 seed to lose in this 
year’s tournament, outlasting Central Florida. D1 


BORREGO SPR 


HOWARD LIPIN U-T 


Michael Stewart takes photos of Emily Vaccarezza 
while visiting Henderson Canyon in the Anza-Bor- 
rego Desert State Park on Saturday. 


After 2017 debacle, 
town prepped for 
flower fanatics 

BY J. HARRY JONES 


The Super Bloom has 
been an economic boon for 
Borrego Springs. 

A stunning array of col- 
orful desert wildflowers 
throughout Anza-Borrego 
Desert State Park has 
brought thousands of visi- 
tors the past few weeks, 
leading to record-breaking 


INGS WAS SUPER BLOOM READY 


economic activity in the 
small town located in the 
middle of the state’s largest 
park. 

“T feel that this year we 
are way more organized and 
people are having a really 
enjoyable time,” park vol- 
unteer Christie Barber said 
during a respite from an- 
swering questions in front 
of the Anza-Borrego Foun- 
dation’s state park store. 

This time around, unlike 
in 2017 when the first Super 
Bloom in a decade brought 
a crush of visitors and prob- 
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